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The objectives of this research are to find out whether or not using animated film in writing 
narrative text is effective and to know how far was the effectiveness of using animated film 
in writing narrative text. Related to the subject of the study, the researcher used pre-
experimental method. The research was conducted at SMPN 4 Singkawang in Academic 
Year 2017/2018. The population in this reseach was the eighth grade students of SMPN 4 
Singkawang. The total number of population was 233 students. The sample was VIII C 
class which consists of 32 students. The researcher used t-test in order to check whether 
the use of animation film in writing narrative text is effective. The result of this research 
showed that using animated film is effective to improve students’ writing skill. It was proven 
by the mean score of pre-test to post-test from the students writing narrative text shows 
significant improvement (59.25 to 78.18). From the t-test result, it can be seen that the 
effect size was 2.21. The t-test (12.81) was bigger than t-table (1.697). It indicates that the 
null hypothesis (Ho) was rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted and it 
is categorized as strong effect. Hence, it was concluded that by using animated film, the 
students can improve their writing narrative text effectively. 
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RESEARCH BACKGROUND 
Writing becomes a means and crucial part 
of communication that is mostly used to 
interact and share information with people 
around the world for any purposes, besides 
speaking. According to Brown (2001), writing 
is a thinking process. Furthermore, he stated 
that writing can be planned and given with an 
unlimited number of revisions before its 
release. Writing is a productive skill and it is 
very useful for students because it can convey 
their message through their minds in the 
written form. But for junior high school 
students, most of them think that it is difficult 
to develop and perform their ideas through 
writing. Richards and Renandya (2002, p. 30) 
stated “there is no doubt that writing is the most 
difficult skill for L2 learners to master. The 
difficulty lies not only in generating and 
organizing ideas, but also in translating these 
ideas into readable texts.” For this reason, it 
often becomes the cause why they can not write 
sentence on paper.  
Some students have difficulty in 
translating their ideas into writing. According 
to Nation (2009), some learners are able to say 
what they want to write but have difficulty in 
putting it into written form. That is, when the 
students are asked to write, they have problems 
in expressing their ideas into text. Based on the 
observation in SMPN 4 Singkawang, the 
researcher found some problems that the 
students experienced in teaching and learning 
activity in class. They were usually nervous 
and panic when they were asked by the teacher 
to write some paragraphs in English because 
they were afraid of making mistakes. Most of 
them had limited vocabularies, especially new 
vocabularies because they were lack of writing 
practice. Moreover, they also had difficulties in 
grammar. They were still confused how to 
write sentences grammatically. Then, they also 
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had a difficulty to determine the generic 
structure of narrative text. That is why they had 
a problem to write in chronological order. 
In the second semester of junior high 
school in Indonesia in curriculum of 2013, 
English writing subject has some competencies 
that should be achieved by the students, such 
as writing simple functional text in descriptive 
text, recount text, procedure text, news items, 
and also narrative text. Narrative is a text 
which tells a story and entertains or informs the 
reader or listener (Anderson & Anderson, 
1997). Narrative usually tells one’s 
experiences or a short story which states a 
conflict and the resolution of problem. 
Writing narrative text can be fun if the 
teacher can make it turn into a creative writing 
assignment for the students by using 
appropriate media. Regarding to this, the media 
that can be used is animated films. Animated 
films are the ones in which individual drawing, 
paintings, or illustrating is photographed frame 
by frame. According to Hornby (1995, p. 171), 
animated film is a film made by photographing 
a series of a gradually changing drawing, so 
they look as if they are moving. Animated 
films are often directed to most children, but 
they can be easily enjoyed by all. Animation is 
popular among children and also strengthens 
the creative mind, that is why teaching with 
animated film can be exciting. Vocabulary is 
one of the important aspect in writing. In order 
to overcome their fear of unfamiliar vocabulary 
the teacher can prepare the vocabulary that is 
being used in animated film for the students by 
providing them a script. Giving a fill in the 
blank exercise to the students based on a scene 
from animated film can enhance students 
grammar. Teaching writing by using animated 
film can make students easier to determine the 
generic structure of the story by keep replaying 
the entire sequences or relevant part and 
students are required to focus on important 
aspect from a film such as factual information 
or plot development. 
There are some studies related to this 
research. One has been done by Yatimah 
(2013). The research was successful by using 
animation film in teaching students writing 
which showed significant improvement in 
experimental class. The students in 
experimental class were more enthusiastic and 
more interested in the teaching learning 
process because the teacher used animation 
film as medium in her explanation. From the 
animation film medium, the students could 
understand about the story line. They obtained 
new vocabularies and learnt about how to 
construct a sentence grammatically and 
arrange the events in the story. It was proven 
by the pre-test and post-test improvement that 
is from 50.45 to 67.95. This research is 
different from Yatimah’s term of research. The 
researcher used pre-experimental, while the 
previous study used quasi-experimental. The 
researcher implemented pre-experimental 
because she wanted to know whether the use of 
animated film is effective or not in teaching 
students writing narrative text while the 
previous study was implemented by using 
quasy-experimental which was used to know 
the difference between control group and 
experimental group. 
Based on the explanation above, the 
researcher intended to find out the 
effectiveness and the effect size of animated 
movie in teaching narrative text. The 
researcher intended to conduct pre-
experimental study entitled, “The Use of 




The researcher decided to conduct pre-
experimental research. It was intended to find 
out whether the use of animated film is 
effective or not to teach writing narrative text. 
Creswell (2008, p. 60) stated “the pre-
experimental research design is a research in 
which the investigator determines whether and 
activity or materials made a difference in result 
for participant”. According to Cohen et al 
(2005, p. 213) and Creswell (2008, p. 192), the 
one group pre-test and post-test design can be 
represented as: 
O1              X           O2 
Concept. Pre-test and post-test design 
There were some steps in the process of 
conducting this pre-experimental study as 
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explained as follows: (a) defining the 
population, (b) taking the sample (c)
 administering the pre-test, (d) giving the 
treatment, (e) administering the post-test, (f) 
organizing and analyzing the data.  
The population of this research was the 
Eighth grade students of SMPN 4 Singkawang 
in the academic year of 2017/2018 which 
consisted of seven classes, namely VIII A, VIII 
B, VIII C, VIII D, VIII E, VIII F, VIII G. The 
total number of population was 233 students. 
Sample is a group in research study in 
which information is obtained. Cohen et al. 
(2005, p. 100) stated “sample is the small group 
that is observed”. The researcher used cluster 
sampling in determining the sample of the 
study. Cohen et al. (2005, p. 112) said: “cluster 
samples are widely used in small-scale 
research. In a cluster sample the parameters of 
the wider population are often drawn very 
sharply; a researcher, therefore, would have to 
comment on the generalizability of the 
findings.” Therefore, the researcher took one 
class as one cluster in conducting this research, 
that was class VIII C which consisted of 32 
students. 
The technique of data collection that was 
applied in this research was measurement 
technique through the pre-test and post-test. 
The pre-test was to collect the data before the 
treatment. The post-test was to collect the data 
after the treatment. 
The tool used in this research was written 
test. The written test was used to measure the 
students’ achievement in writing narrative text. 
The researcher only used the essay test to 
obtain the data. 
Validity and reliability are important to be 
concerned in conducting a good research 
instrument. The discussion of validity and 
reliability of the research instrument are 
presented below.  
The most complex criterion of an effective 
test and the most important principle of 
language testing is validity. According to 
Lodico (2010, p. 87) stated “validity focuses on 
ensuring that what the instrument “claims” to 
measure is truly what it is measuring”. Validity 
indicates the instruments’ accuracy. There are 
four kinds of validity that defined by Lodico et 
al (2010, pp. 93-95) content validity, criterion 
related validity, construct validity and face 
validity. 
In this research, the instrument was tested 
by using content validity, construct validity, 
and face validity, because those are relevant 
with this research. (a) Content validity; the test 
is said to have content validity if its content 
constitute a representative sample of the 
language skills, structures, etc. being tested. 
Besides, the test should include a proper 
sample of the structure or content which is 
relevant with the purpose of the test. In this 
case, the content validity should refer to the 
curriculum 2013 which is used in SMPN 4 
Singkawang. Based on the standard 
competence in syllabus of “Kurikulum 2013”, 
it is mentioned that eighth grade students of 
Junior High School are expected to be able to 
express meaning in functional written text and 
simple short essay in the form of recount and 
narrative to interact with the society around 
them. Based on the standard competence 
above, the students are expected to be able to 
write a simple text in the form of recount and 
narrative text. the instrument of the test was 
valid based on the standard competence, basic 
competence, and indicator which mentioned in 
Syllabus. (b) Construct validity; a test is said to 
have construct validity if it can demonstrate 
that it measures just the ability which is 
supposed to measure. The word “construct” 
refers to any underlying ability which is 
hypothesized in a theory of language ability. 
Brown (2001) mentioned that a construct is any 
theory, hypothesis, or model that attempts to 
explain observed phenomena in our universe of 
perception. Related to this research, the 
researcher will conduct a research about 
writing. It is impossible for the researcher to 
develop test in the form of multiple choice 
where the control of punctuation cannot be 
detected. More factors underlying writing, 
such as the content, organization, vocabulary, 
grammar, and mechanics. Therefore, the 
researcher used a scoring rubric for writing 
narrative text in the form of analytic scoring 
which measured the students‟ mastery in 
content, organization, vocabulary, grammar, 
mechanics. (c) Face validity; the test is said to 
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have face validity if it looks as if it measures 
what is supposed to measure. The purpose of 
this research is to know the effectiveness of 
using animated film as a media in teaching 
students writing narrative text, so the test 
should in the form of writing test. Related to 
this research, the researcher will ask the 
students to write a narrative text. Thus, the test 
is valid based on face validity. 
The use of test as data collection which 
will be measured by administrating it twice 
should be reliable. Lodico, et al (2010, p. 102) 
“reliability refers to an instrument’s ability to 
consistently produce the same results for an 
individual overtime”. It means that if the 
students are given the same test on two 
different occasions, the test should produce 
similar result. The word “similar” is used here 
because it is almost impossible for the test-
takers to get exactly the same scores when the 
test is repeated the following day. 
The procedures of data collection was 
conducted as follows: Step 1: The researcher 
conducted pre-test, the test had been done by 
writing a narrative text with a topic about the 
students’ favorite cartoons. The pre-test was 
done as to know the students pre-condition in 
writing narrative text before treatment process.  
Step 2: The researcher gave treatment. The 
treatment had been done in three meetings. The 
medium used in teaching writing narrative text 
was animated movies with different movies in 
each meetings. Step 3: The researcher 
conducted post-test, the test was similar to the 
pre-test which was a written test with a topic 
about the students’ favorite cartoon. The post-
test was done as to know the effect of giving 
treatments to the students. Step 4: The 
researcher analyzed the test result by 
measuring the pre-test result to post-test result.  
The purpose of data analysis is to find out 
the effectiveness of using animated film in 
teaching writing narrative text to Eighth grade 
students of SMPN 4 Singkawang in Academic 
Year 2017/2018. To find out the effectiveness 
of the treatment, the researcher conducted 
formula as follows: 
𝑬𝒔 = 𝒕√𝟏 𝑵⁄  …………………… (1) 
Note: 
Es = effect size 
t    = t-test 
N  = total number of students 
The result then will be categorized as follows: 
 
Table 1. Criteria of The Effect Size 
 
Effect size Qualification 
0 – 0.20 Weak effect 
0.21 – 0.50 Modest effect 
0.51 – 1.00 Moderate effect 
>1.00 Strong effect 
(Adapted from Cohen, 2007:521)
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
Research Findings 
In this research, pre-test and post-test had 
been conducted in order to collect the data from 
the experimental group. The researcher used 
class 8C as the experimental group based on 
cluster sampling. The pre-test was conducted 
before the treatment and post test was 
conducted after the treatment.  
The data from each students were 
obtained by calculating the students’ scores in 
writing based on the scoring rubric. The data 
indicated that there was an improvement in 
students’ writing scores after implementing the 
treatment. Based on the result in pre-test, the 
mean score was 59.25 with the highest score 
was 81 and the lowest score was 41. Whereas 
the mean score of the post-test was 78.18 with 




The researcher had done the steps in order 
to collect the important data to test the 
hypothesis. Based on the calculation that had 
been done by the researcher, the important data 
were described relating to the pre-test and post-
test in experimental class, they were: pre-test 
mean score was 59.25, post-test mean score 
was 78.18, mean deviation score was 18.96, 
standard deviation score was 8.24, and effect 
size of the treatment was 2.21. From the result 
of computation above, it was also obtained that 
the t-value was bigger than t-table. Thus, it 
means that the mean score of post-test and pre-
test had significant difference. The calculation 
of t-test indicated 12.81. The t-table with df 
(degree of freedom) = N – 1 = (32 – 1) is 1.697. 
It was indicated that t-test 12.81 was bigger 
than t-table 1.697 or 12.81 > 1.697.  These data 
were used to test the hypothesis.  
Based on the result of the data 
computation, it was obtained that the students’ 
mean score of post-test (78.18) was higher than 
students’ mean score of pretest (59.25). The 
effect size was 2.21 showed that it was 
categorized as strong effect. The calculation of 
t-test was 12.81 and the t-table was 1.697. It 
was indicated that t-test 12.81 was bigger than 
t-table 1.697 or 12.81 > 1.697. Therefore, 
animated film was effective in increasing 
students’ writing skill in narrative text. So that, 
the Null Hypothesis (Ho) which says “There is 
no significant difference between the students’ 
achievement in narrative text writing using 
animated film and without using animated film 
to the eighth grade students of SMP N 4 
Singkawang in the academic year of 
2017/2018” is rejected and the Alternative 
Hypothesis (Ha) which says “There is 
significant difference between the students’ 
achievement in narrative text writing using 
animated film and without using animated film 
to the eighth grade students of SMP N 4 
Singkawang in the academic year of 
2017/2018” is accepted. The students’ writing 
skill is said as significant if the mean score of 
students’ post-test was higher than the mean 





The use of animated films to improve 
students learning process expecially in writing 
narrative text was effective to be applied in 
eighth grade students in SMP N 4 Singkawang 
in academic year 2017/2018. It was proved 
from the findings of this research which 
showed significant improvement between pre-
test and post-test. However, the research still 
found that there were strengths and weaknesess 
in implementing animated film as the media in 
teaching. 
Animated films helped students in solving 
the problem in writing narrative text by the 
feature that animated films had. Students’ 
enthusiasm in the classroom was also 
encouraged by the implementation of animated 
films. There were some students’ activities in 
the classroom as well as their improvements 
such as team working, willing to work, 
classroom participation, and paying attention 
to the material given. The implementation of 
animated films were successfully done and 
made them enthusiast and involved in every 
activities. The group, teamwork and 
togetherness atmosphere in the activity were 
one of the important factor that helped the 
students improvement to be better. In addition, 
the activity was more effective and more 
efficient because of the factor mentioned. The 
material was delivered easily in sufficient time. 
The following explanations describe the 
aspects in evaluating the students’ writing 
narrative text by the features of animated film: 
(1) Generic structure/organization, in the pre-
test students, most of the students could not 
make a good organization in their writing. 
Students felt confused how to start their writing 
and how to write a text sequently because they 
did not really know the exactly plot or storyline 
from the story which they wanted to write. In 
the post test, students were helped with 
animated film by its feature which is stated by 
Bordwell and Thompson (2008), a three-act 
structure. Three-act structure has a similar 
parts with generic structure in narrative text, 
students had finally known how to start their 
writing and write it sequently with the help of 
this feature in animated film. (2) Grammar, 
from the result of the pre-test, the researcher 
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found that most of the students could not write 
the sentences grammatically because students 
infrequently did writing practice. Therefore, by 
doing the exercise given in the second 
treatment which was replacing the underlined 
word into the correct form of verbs, students 
could be able to write the sentences 
grammatically. (3) Vocabulary, in the pre-test, 
some students could not choose the appropriate 
words to describe a character or tell the story 
because they were lack of writing practice. In 
the post-test, students could finally be able to 
overcome this problem by providing a 
subtitle/script while watching the animated 
film, with this feature students can guess the 
meaning of the words by seeing the gesture of 
character made in an animated film. 
Some problems which were faced by 
students in writing a narrative text could finally 
be solved by using animated film. Students did 
not feel blank anymore when they were asked 
by the teacher to write a narrative text because 
of guidance from the teacher which used 
animated film to teach a narrative text. 
Animated film made them learn narrative text 
easily because of the moving picture was easy 
to comprehend rather than using a monotonous 
media. The plot or storyline from animated 
film could easily be determined by the students 
in translating it into the written form to make a 
good narrative text with a chronological order. 
Grammar and vocabulary were also important 
aspects in writing, both can be overcome by 
providing the subtitle or script of animated film 
which can decrease the unfamiliar words 
because with the media of animated film 
students can guess the meaning of the words by 
seeing the gesture of character made in a film. 
The students were also helped with the viewing 
activities which was playing and replaying the 
entire sequence to make them focus on the 
factual information from the story. 
Teaching and learning process by 
providing the classroom activity with some 
interesting activity and material by animated 
films were effectively done. The students 
showed their effort in following the learning 
process due to the improvement of their 
involvement in learning process. The students 
were also actively involved during the teaching 
and learning process to make the athmosphere 
became more interesting and enjoyable. In a 
group, the students helped each other to reach 
group goal. Each individual had contribution to 
the success of a group so that they paid 
attention from the beginning till the end of the 
teaching and learning process. 
However, there were still some problems 
that the researcher found in implementing 
animated films in the classroom. The facility 
can be seen as the problem since the researcher 
found that SMP N 4 Singkawang was lack of 
facility such as a speaker and projector to 
support the researcher in conducting the 
research. Another problem was the class 
management. The researcher still found some 
student were really passive to follow the 
instructions and made some noises during 
teaching and learning process. therefore, the 
researcher managed to monitor the students 
activities to overcome the problems. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Based on the analysis and discussions 
presented in the previous chapter, The 
researcher can conclude the result of the 
research as follows: (1) Teaching writing 
narrative text using animated film affects the 
students’ ability in writing the narrative text 
significantly. It is shown by the students’ score 
in post-test which was higher than the students’ 
score in pre-test (59.25 to 78.18). (2) Animated 
film has a strong effect in teaching students 
writing narrative text. This media could make 
the students involve actively in teaching and 
learning process by finding the information 
based on the animated film, which were used 
as the idea to write the text. The animated film 
helped students in improving their vocabulary 
and grammar to support their writing 
production. It can be seen from the scoring 
rubric of vocabulary and grammar aspects of 
students’ post-test was higher than pre-test 
(vocabulary 16.50 to 21.00, grammar 13.03 to 
18.93, and generic structure 27.15 to 34.12). 
Therefore, students cannot only improve their 
writing score but also enjoy the learning 
activity which was provided by the teacher in 
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implementing the animated film in teaching 
and learning process. 
 
Suggestion 
Based on the conclusion that has been 
explained before, some suggestions will be 
directed toward the english teacher, the 
researcher, and the other researchers: (1) The 
researcher expects to the english teachers, 
they should consider using animated film 
in teaching animated film because it can 
help students to determine the generic 
strcutre and to write the story sequently, 
improve students vocabulary and grammar. 
Besides, it also can help the teacher deliver 
the materials easily and keep the students 
interested. (2) To the students, to improve 
writing ability, the students have to learn 
about some process of creating a good 
writing and develop their knowledge. The 
researcher suggests to the students for 
using animated films to improve their 
writing ability because by using a short 
film, the students can build and explore 
their imagination to write an interesting 
narrative text in a chronological order 
easily and can improve students‟ skill in 
writing a narrative text. (3) To the other 
researchers, The reasercher hopes for the 
further researchers to conduct a research that is 
related to the use of animated film in teaching 
other English skills. It is for the proof whether 
this media can be suitable and effective if it is 
applied in teaching other English skills. The 
researcher also suggests to be well prepared 
and well observed about the school that would 
be the place to conduct the research, because 
some schools do not provide enough facilities 
such as LCD projector and speaker in 
conducting the research. 
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